The Making of Black Pottery

Black Pottery has a tradition over 2000 years old. The pottery
was originally commissioned by Emperor ‘Qin Shi Huang' for
exclusive use in the palace and the style was never released for
mainstream use. The pieces produced today are Qin period
replicas of Black Pottery, lovingly produced by a group of master
potters in a small workshop high in the north of China. Available
originally only to party members, the pieces are now available in
limited numbers through only a few specialist stores.

Made from terra cotta clay , the care and attention begins with the
collection and selection of the clay to be used. Only the purist clay
can be used to produce the smooth and delicate features of the
pieces. Each shipment of clay is dried, ground to a fine powder and
sieved of impurities. The now fine pure dust is wetted and mixed
into a even texture and formed into blocks. Wrapped and kept wet,
it is stored for 6 months to allow an even texture to develop.

When the potters are ready to begin using the clay, it is kneaded
(beaten) until it is pliable and easy to work. When happy with the
guality of the clay, it is formed into small blocks, just big enough
for the item being crafted. Each artist is responsible for there
own special contribution to the process and the clay is sent to
spinners and moulders to be formed into the desired shape.

The vases and bowls are all spun on potters wheels by highly
skilled masters, allowing for the production of small numbers of
almost identical piece.

The figures are lovingly hand formed in wooden moulds, much in
the way they were originally. Once dry enough to be released
from the mould the pieces are joined and dressed into the final
shape although still in the raw clay colour.

The pieces are then put through the first, low temperature
firing. This is where they achieve the black colour. Using a
specially designed kiln, fine carbon powder is infused into the
hot air flow travelling over the pieces and a small amount
bonds with the outer surface of the clay. The pieces are now
ready for the hands of the carvers. The delicate traditional
motifs and designed are carved by hand. The Thin layer of
darkened clay is removed to produce the wonderful contrast
of brown against black.

Now the pieces are given a curing firing to set the cal before a final
polish and cleaning. Only when the artists are happy with the piece,
is it placed in the final high temperature kiln for the final firing. Each
piece has been lovingly created by a group of artists. Eastern Red is
proud to be one of only 4 outlets in the world able to bring you this
fine art product.

“More than a gift — A Work of Art”




